
Pandaw now offers more ways than ever to experience the Hooghly River, with a 

choice of three or four-night sailings upstream or downstream from Kolkata. For 

centuries, this historic waterway served as the heart of Bengal, carrying traders, 

rulers, and travellers between the region's royal capitals and the wider world. 

Today, its banks reveal a rich tapestry of history and culture, from the terracotta 

temples of Kalna and the traditional brass workshops of Matiari to the grand palaces, 

mosques, and gardens of Murshidabad, the former capital of Bengal. Whether 

you're looking for a shorter introduction to river cruising or wish to combine your 

voyage with a wider Indian adventure, these itineraries offer an immersive journey 

through one of India's most fascinating regions. 

 

V I E W  O N L I N E

India

KOLKATA - MURSHIDABAD - 3 OR 4 NIGHTS

KOLKATA TO MURSHIDABAD 
SHORT CRUISE

UPSTREAM

https://www.pandaw.com/expeditions/kolkata-to-murshidabad-short-cruise/upstream
https://www.pandaw.com/expeditions/classic-mekong
https://www.pandaw.com/expeditions/kolkata-to-murshidabad-short-cruise/upstream
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ITINERARY UPSTREAM 

DAY 1  KOLKATA - SEREMPORE  
Travel by coach from Siem Reap to the riverside town of Steung 
Trang for embarkation. Enjoy a sunset cruise on the Mekong and 
meet your crew for the next 7 nights before your welcome dinner is 
served. 
 
DAY 2  KALNA  
After breakfast, embark on a scenic cruise upstream, arriving at 
the charming country town of Kalna. Take a rickshaw ride to 
explore a group of Bengal's most impressive terracotta temples, 
culminating in a visit to the unique 18th-century Shiva Temple. 
This remarkable temple is adorned with concentric rings of 108 
smaller shrines, creating a truly awe-inspiring sight. 
 
DAY 3  MATIARI  
Step ashore in Matiari, a charming riverside village renowned for 
its brass-working traditions. Engage with the local artisans and 
witness the fascinating process of crafting intricate brass water 
pots and other vessels. Time permitting, venture to the historic 
battlefield of Plassey. Here, in the pivotal year of 1757, Robert Clive, 
the Commander-in-Chief of the British East India Company, 
decisively defeated Siraj-ud-Daulah, the last independent Nawab 
of Bengal, marking a turning point in Indian history. 
 
DAY 4  MURSHIDABAD  
Walk to the Khushbagh, a peaceful Mughal-style Garden that 
encloses the tombs of Siraj-ud-Daulah, the last independent 
Nawab of Bengal, and his family. Continue to witness the 
grandeur of Hazarduari Palace, an architectural masterpiece 
built by an English architect in 1837. Explore its opulent interiors, 
showcasing a fascinating collection of paintings, china, 
weapons, and other artifacts. Next, visit the magnificent Katra 
Mosque and the impressive Nashipara Palace, a testament to 
the wealth and influence of the local merchants during the 
"White Mughal" era – a period of cultural exchange between 
English and Indian influences. Finally, we visit Katgola Palace, an 
exquisite example of Georgian architecture built by wealthy 
local merchants, further highlighting the unique blend of 
cultures that flourished during this era.  
In afternoon transfer to the Murshidabad station for the 
express train 1st class to Kolkata (approximately 4 hours) on 
arrival in Kolkata transfer to your hotel.
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WHATS INCLUDED

Cruise Price Includes: 1st class train ticket, transfers to/from the hotel/station at beginning 
and end of trip, entrance fees, guide services (English language), gratuities to crew, main 
meals, local mineral water, jugged coffee, teas & tisanes plus our India complimentary drinks 
package. 
 
 
Cruise Price Excludes: Flights, port dues (if levied), laundry, all visa costs, fuel surcharges (see 
terms and conditions), all beverages except local mineral water, jugged coffee, teas & tisanes 
and tips to tour guides, local guides, bus drivers, boat operators and cyclo drivers.Weather 
Condition Warning River cruising on the Lower and Upper Ganges can be severely affected 
by fog during the months of December and January. This may impact the sailing schedules 
and the planned excursions. While every effort will be made to make up time and include all 
activities this is not always possible. Similarly temperatures can drop significantly overnight 
and in the early mornings, though during the day warmer temperatures can be expected. 
Winter temperatures can be below average with many destinations in Bihar and Uttar 
Pradesh experiencing long spells of cold.

TRANSFERS & JOINING

DAY 1  EMBARKATION 
 

Transfer from your hotel or airport in Kolkata at 10:30am to the port by group transfer to 

embark cruise. 

 
DAY 4  DISEMBARKATION 
 

In afternoon transfer to the Murshidabad station for the express train 1st class to Kolkata 

(approximately 4 hours) on arrival in Kolkata transfer to your hotel. 
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•      Fruit and flowers on arrival  

•      Kimonos and slippers  

•      Spa-branded amenities  

•      Unlimited mineral water 

The Pandaw stateroom is the most 
celebrated feature of our ships, combining 
splendid colonial-era character with 
exquisite contemporary comfort.

 
Finished in brass and teak, the main and upper deck rooms are a  
spacious 168 square feet (15.6 sqm), with the exception of the 
RV  Kindat Pandaw which is 150 square feet (14 sqm). As the space 
is  much loved by all our passengers, we have ensured that with each 
ship we build, the stateroom remains essentially the same. Be 
advised: our cabins do not have mini-bars, satellite TV's, internet  
access or telephones. Passengers tend to choose Pandaw in order  
to escape from the tiresome features found in international 
business hotels. 

Bedroom               12’ x 10’  

Bathroom             6’ x 4’  

Showeroom          2’ 8” x 3’ 4”  

Single Bed             6’ 7” x 3’ 3” 

DOUBLE CONFIGURATION

TWIN CONFIGURATION

PANDAW STATEROOMS
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RV Katha Pandaw

ACCOMMODATION    
•      8 upper deck staterooms and 10 main deck staterooms  
•      170 square feet, finished in teak and brass  
•      Panoramic French window, leading to personal deck space  
•      New bathrooms with natural stone shower and branded quality fittings  
•      Kimonos and slippers  
•      Spa-branded amenities  
•      Unlimited mineral water  
•      Electric mini safe  
•      Central AC with individual control  
•      Imported quality linens with duvet and two kind of pillows  
•      Premium mattresses  
•      Convertible bed configuration  
•      Welcome flower arrangement and welcome gift  
•      Mirror  
•      Multi-configuration plugs  
•      Generous closet space and under-bed storage  
•      Hair dryer  
•      Nightly turndown service  
•      24h laundry service  
•      Complimentary evening canapés  
•      Yoga mats in all cabins 
 
WINING & DINING    

•      Bistro style dining room with outside seating and air-conditioning inside  
•      Local master chef heading an experienced international culinary team  
•      Semi-buffet breakfast, Semi-buffet lunch, and seated theme dinners  
•      Daily lean & light menu options  
•      Complimentary local mineral water, jugged coffee, teas & tisanes  
•      Extensive wine list with premium wines  
•      Series of cultural performances, educational talks, cooking classes, and ship tour  
•      Welcome drink on arrival  
•      Welcome cocktail  
•      Farewell reception  
•      Theme dinners  
•      Spacious, air-conditioned saloon bar with nightly entertainment  
•      Sundeck bar  
•      Pool table on sundeck  
•      24hrs hospitality bar  
•      Onboard bakery with daily freshly baked breads and rolls  
 
ON EXCURSIONS   
•      Admissions  
•      Shoe cleaning after excursions  
•      Bottled drinking water  
•      We give away aluminium water bottles  
•      Cold towel service after excursions  
•      Refreshing drink following excursions  
•      Full-size motor coach on all excursions  
•      Deluxe sampans with cold towel service, fresh fruit, and tea/coffee  
•      Comfortable "Pandaw Explorer" excursion boat  
•      1st aid trained assistant guide to follow all tours and excursions 

SAFETY & SECURITY   
•      All onboard crew is trained and certified as per international marine standards (VIRES)  
•      Fire alarm system in all cabins, public areas and back areas  
•      Firefighting system in all ship areas  
•      Expert marine superintendant  
•      24 hrs watch on duty  
 
ONBOARD STAFF   
•      Captain  
•      First Officer  
•      River Pilot 
•      Chief Engineer  
•      1st Engineer  
•      Electrician  
•      Bosun & nautical crew  
•      Ship manager  
•      Housekeeping  
•      Dining  
•      Bar keeper  
•      Chefs  
•      Local tour guides   
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view images of RV Katha PANDAW

PANDAW SHIPS

•      Build:            Built in 2014 in Yangoon  

•      Length:       187ft / 57m  

•      Beam:          29ft / 8.8m  

•      Draft:           3ft /90   

•      Berths:        48 pax 

This was a radical new design, based on the old K class used 
in Burma from the 1880s on. This ship is the third Katha to 
run on the Irrawaddy. The first was built at Dalla in 1887 but 
lost on the Chindwin in 1889. The second was built by Denny 
of Dumbarton in 1904 and decommissioned in 1937 and the 
third was built by us in Vietnam in 2012. 
 
We ran her a year on the Mekong before sending to Burma. 
With only two decks these smaller K class ships have lower 
air draft so can get under bridges and supposedly a shal-
lower draft, though in fact the Vietnam ship yards were not 
as successful in achieving this as the Burmese yards and 
later Burmese-built K class ships achieved remarkable re-
ductions in draft. 
 
The Katha general arrangement was radical in that we elim-
inated the formal indoor dining room. This led to great pro-
tests from regular passengers and indeed our staff. In the 
end all agree it is far more pleasant to eat outside than in a 
stuffy, noisy enclosed dining room and the bugs are really 
not that bad. Up river in Burma it can be a little cold in winter 
but currently we deploy this ship in Middle Burma where the 
cold is less of an issue. 
 
Refitted for expedition sailings in India from September 
2019, we have reduced the number of staterooms from six-
teen to twelve to create an enlarged indoor saloon / dining 
area as winter cruising in India can be chilly first thing.

https://images.pandaw.com/SHIPS/Ships-RV-Katha-Pandaw
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RV Kalaw Pandaw

ACCOMMODATION    
•      8 upper deck staterooms and 10 main deck staterooms  
•      170 square feet, finished in teak and brass  
•      Panoramic French window, leading to personal deck space  
•      New bathrooms with natural stone shower and branded quality fittings  
•      Kimonos and slippers  
•      Spa-branded amenities  
•      Unlimited mineral water  
•      Electric mini safe  
•      Central AC with individual control  
•      Imported quality linens with duvet and two kind of pillows  
•      Premium mattresses  
•      Convertible bed configuration  
•      Welcome flower arrangement and welcome gift  
•      Mirror  
•      Multi-configuration plugs  
•      Generous closet space and under-bed storage  
•      Hair dryer  
•      Nightly turndown service  
•      24h laundry service  
•      Complimentary evening canapés  
•      Yoga mats in all cabins 
 
WINING & DINING    

•      Bistro style dining room with outside seating and air-conditioning inside  
•      Local master chef heading an experienced international culinary team  
•      Semi-buffet breakfast, Semi-buffet lunch, and seated theme dinners  
•      Daily lean & light menu options  
•      Complimentary local mineral water, jugged coffee, teas & tisanes  
•      Extensive wine list with premium wines  
•      Series of cultural performances, educational talks, cooking classes, and ship tour  
•      Welcome drink on arrival  
•      Welcome cocktail  
•      Farewell reception  
•      Theme dinners  
•      Spacious, air-conditioned saloon bar with nightly entertainment  
•      Sundeck bar  
•      Pool table on sundeck  
•      24hrs hospitality bar  
•      Onboard bakery with daily freshly baked breads and rolls  
 
ON EXCURSIONS   
•      Admissions  
•      Shoe cleaning after excursions  
•      Bottled drinking water  
•      We give away aluminium water bottles  
•      Cold towel service after excursions  
•      Refreshing drink following excursions  
•      Full-size motor coach on all excursions  
•      Deluxe sampans with cold towel service, fresh fruit, and tea/coffee  
•      Comfortable "Pandaw Explorer" excursion boat  
•      1st aid trained assistant guide to follow all tours and excursions 

SAFETY & SECURITY   
•      All onboard crew is trained and certified as per international marine standards (VIRES)  
•      Fire alarm system in all cabins, public areas and back areas  
•      Firefighting system in all ship areas  
•      Expert marine superintendant  
•      24 hrs watch on duty  
 
ONBOARD STAFF   
•      Captain  
•      First Officer  
•      River Pilot 
•      Chief Engineer  
•      1st Engineer  
•      Electrician  
•      Bosun & nautical crew  
•      Ship manager  
•      Housekeeping  
•      Dining  
•      Bar keeper  
•      Chefs  
•      Local tour guides   
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PANDAW SHIPS

•      Build:            Built in 2014 in Yangoon  

•      Length:       187ft / 57m  

•      Beam:          29ft / 8.8m  

•      Draft:           3ft /90   

•      Berths:        48 pax 

Sister to the Kindat and identical in design the Kalaw was 
launched with her in 2014 Kalaw is named after the PS 
Kalaw launched in 1917 and sunk in 1942 in the War. Paul 
Strachan witnessed the salvaging of the Kalaw in 1998 and 
managed to acquire her name plate and bell, the former of 
which has been reused on her namesake. Again this ultra 
light ship combines one of the shallowest drafts on the river 
with one of the highest passenger space ratios afloat.

https://images.pandaw.com/SHIPS/Ships-RV-Kalaw-Pandaw


ANCIENT KINGDOM OF 
BHUTAN & KOLKATA 
PRE TOUR 6 NIGHTS

Learn More

THE GOLDEN 
TRIANGLE 
6 NIGHT PRE TOUR

Learn More

PRE EXTENSIONS
Pre Bookable via Pandaw.com as add on

CONT’D
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http://pandaw.com/extension/ancient-kingdom-of-bhutan-kolkata-pre-tour-6-nights
https://www.pandaw.com/extension/the-golden-triangle-6-night-pre-tour
http://Pandaw.com


THE GOLDEN 
TRIANGLE 
6 NIGHT PRE TOUR

Learn More

3 NIGHT 
DARJEELING 
POST TOUR

Learn More

KOLKATA & ANCIENT 
KINGDOM OF BHUTAN 
6 NIGHTS POST TOUR 

Learn More

POST EXTENSIONS
Post Bookable via Pandaw.com as add on
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CONT’D

https://www.pandaw.com/extension/the-golden-triangle-6-night-post-tour
https://www.pandaw.com/extension/3-night-darjeeling-post-tour
https://www.pandaw.com/extension/kolkata-ancient-kingdom-of-bhutan-6-nights-post-tour
http://Pandaw.com


OPTIONAL PACKAGE ADDONS  
& OTHER INFORMATION

Free Drinks On Board

River Conditions Warning!
The rivers you will sail on are subject to seasonal rises and falls of water level, in some places as much as 30 metres.  
Water levels can change dramatically overnight and a sudden rise can impede our progress upstream considerably 
and even prevent us from passing under certain bridges. A sudden fall can result in our being unable to get into 
certain places or go as far upstream as we would hope. Groundings on sandbars are not infrequent and are part of 
the excitement of any Pandaw expedition. Published itineraries are indicational only and subject to sudden change. 
In such events alternative itineraries will be provided and we do our best to ensure that if a stop is missed we make  
up for it with another stop. Passengers are thus forewarned and expected to be flexible and patient. River cruising  
in Asia can be a dramatic and adventurous experience - not like cruising the controlled waterways of Europe or  
America. Note also that we operate in areas with little or no developed infrastructure and subject to the strictures 
of local officialdom. Be prepared for this and it is all more the fun! 
 
  

Useful Links

BOOKING TERMS & CONDITIONS CLICK HERE TO FIND OUT MORE

GENERAL INFORMATION & LIFE ON BOARD CLICK HERE TO FIND OUT MORE

VISA INFORMATION CLICK HERE TO FIND OUT MORE

Pandaw is happy to announce that our India expeditions are now all inclusive experiences, including local soft drinks, 
mixers, spirits and beers free of charge. Also included free of charge is our onboard house wine during lunch and 
dinner only. Onboard purchases of alcoholic beverages will not be possible.

CONT’D
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https://www.pandaw.com/passenger-information/terms-conditions-carriage
https://www.pandaw.com/passenger-information/general-information
https://www.pandaw.com/passenger-information/visas


facebook.com/pandawriverexpeditions

@pandaw-river-expeditions

@pandaw_river_expeditions

Pandaw Expeditions

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

P A N D A W . C O M

AUSTRALIA

 TOLL FREE 1800 207 625

 aus@pandaw.com

NEW ZEALAND

 TOLL FREE 0800 115 250

 aus@pandaw.com

GLOBAL

 +84 (0)28 4458 2618

 information@pandaw.com

NORTH AMERICA

 TOLL FREE 1-877-872-6329

 usa@pandaw.com

UK

 FREEPHONE 0800 038 1029

 uk@pandaw.com

GERMANY, SWITZERLAND  

& AUSTRIA

+49 30 3464981 30

dach@pandaw.com

+44 (0)208396 7320


